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VICTORY FOR “DA FEET": Shoes donated at Infinite Healing Center in Mesa will be sent to orphans.

Orphans’ shoe drive asks public to step up

Donations go to needy
children all over world,
organizers say

By ANDRE BOWSER
TRIBUNE

Starting out with baby steps, orga-
“nizers of a Mesa shoe drive for orphans
hope that an avalanche of support will
garner new shoes for needy soles.

Nichole Clark, a certified hypnothera-
pist and co-owner of Infinite Healing
Center, a health and wellness business
that started collecting new shoes for or-
phans as part of an international drive
that gathers millions of shoes for needy
children, said she was hoping that the
community would step up.

“We want to work with children who
are less privileged so that they know
they’re loved,” said Clark, who along
with her husband, chiropractor Tony
Rodriguez, has partnered with the inter-
national charity Shoes for Orphan Souls
or SOS. “Because it is the holiday season,
we hope that people will donate.”

The center’s office manager and resi-

‘Shoes for Orphan Souls
* Donations of new shoes can be dropped off at

“Infinite Healing Center, 6638 E. Baseline Road,

No. 103, Mesa, 85206, or call (480) 985-7070.

» The shoe drive ends Dec. 12. Collection times
are Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8 a.m.

to noon and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.; Tuesday and
Thursday 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.
to1p.m.

dent donation wrangler, Krystal Smith,
said daily she sees anywhere between 20
to 30 people, including patients and mer-
chants. “I make them all feel guilty about
giving,” she joked. ‘

In truth, Smith said, patients have
promised they would return with dona-
tions even before their next scheduled
visit to the health and wellness center.
That’s important with the deadline for
the shoe drive fast approaching on Dec.
12. So far, the donations are thin, with
less than a dozen brand new shoes and
socks collected in a variety of 'children’s
sizes. .

Rachel Garton, director of Shoes for
Orphan Souls, said her group has seen
fewer donation drives this year because

of the economy’s troubles compared with
last year’s 1,200 drives across the coun-

g

“We really hope to finish out the year
with 1,000 drives,” Garton said.

Once the local drives are done, it is
the responsibility of the drive’s coordina-
tors to ship the donated items to Shoes
for Orphan Souls’ warehouse in Dallas,
Garton said.

From there, Garton said the dona-
tions can go anywhere in the world.

For example, a group of 80 volunteers
was expected to arrive in Peru Saturday
to distribute about 10,000 donated shoes
to orphans there, Garton said.

“Next year, we hope to deliver shoes
to border towns in Arizona on the U.S,
side,” Garton said, acknowledging that
some of the organization’s donations
find homes on the feet of U.S. orphans,
as well.

Garton said last year, about 18 percent
of the shoes donated were distributed to
orphans in the U.S.
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